NEWS RELEASE
WFMAC Completion/Energization
EDMONTON, ALBERTA, CANADA March 28, 2019 –
On behalf of the Valard Group of Companies and our parent Quanta Services, I am excited to announce that
the Fort McMurray West 500-kV Transmission Project (WFMAC) was successfully energized at 12:30
p.m. MDT today! With this milestone, the Project is now deemed “construction complete” and has been
transferred to ATCO’s Operation and Maintenance team (ATCO Press Release), to start the 35 year operating
period.
The Project has been officially delivered 91 days ahead of the contractual target energization date of June
27th, 2019. I’d like to commend all of the exceptional individuals who worked on this project - at Valard, within
our Quanta sister companies, working for our ATCO partners and for all third party contractors; their efforts
over the past 4.5 years have brought us to this successful completion.
Back in December of 2014, Alberta Powerline (a Valard/ATCO partnership) won the bid for the 500+ km.
transmission line including two substations, from Edmonton to Fort McMurray. At that time, it was considered
the largest engineering, procurement and construction (EPC) electric transmission project ever
awarded in North America! Subsequent to that award, and before the project was even finished, several
awards have been attained and recognized:


In 2017, the WFMAC Project received the Transmission Deal of the Year Award.



In April of 2018, Valard won a Top Employer of Indigenous Apprentices Award, primarily for the training
program built specifically for WFMAC.



In February of 2019 – Northstar Sharp’s (WFMAC contractor, member of Valard Group),was
chosen/featured, for their exceptional, innovative, ahead-of-schedule work on WFMAC, in the “Great
Canadian Projects Issue” of Pilings Canada in February.
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Other post-completion awards are “in the works”!

I would like to congratulate and thank each and every employee, contractor and partner that
contributed to the safe and successful completion of this award-winning, world-class project! To add
WFMAC to our list of completed projects during our 40th Anniversary year, is meaningful – we’ve definitely
“come of age” as Canada’s Premier Utility Contractor!

Adam Budzinski
President & CEO
Valard Group of Companies

Additional Resources:

WFMAC “By the Numbers”
The WFMAC Project entailed:
 508 km. of line
 2 substations
 20 months of construction
 3,000,000+ man hours to date
 4.5 years from Project start to energization!
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Project Map

Project Photo
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ABOUT VALARD CONSTRUCTION
Valard Construction, a Quanta Services company, is Canada’s premier utility contractor, as well as head of the
Valard Group of Companies. Valard has full-service capabilities for transmission, distribution, substations,
foundations, telecommunications and renewable energy. Serving clients across the country, Valard has
distinguished itself in environmental responsibility and community stewardship. We provide comprehensive
EPC+ (Engineering, Procurement, Construction) and maintenance services to utilities, independent power
producers, mining, oil and gas industries, and rural electric associations throughout all Canadian provinces and
territories and abroad. Since 1979, we've delivered projects safely, on time and on budget. We have the
experience, knowledge and resources to take on any utility project, any size, any complexity, any place. For
more information, visit www.valard.com.

Contact:
Valard Construction
Carrie Willemsen
Corporate Communications Manager
cwillemsen@valard.com
403-279-1003
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